A   VISIT   TO   THE    BRANCH   HOSPITALS
very cursory, but a lot of the patients can be diagnosed
quickly, and instructions given to the Indian doctor as
to their treatment, with which he carries on after I have
left. Others have to be operated upon, and my usual
plan is to do operations on the alternate days, only seeing
patients who have come from a distance on the operating
days. This extract from a letter written at Nedungolam
in 1925 shows the sort of work we get.
"... The amount of work one has to do here is
appalling. Yesterday and the day before over 150
patients, who had corne five miles and more to the
hospital, had to go home without seeing me. Yester-
day I saw 153 sick folk, from 7 a.m. till 8.30 p.m. con-
tinuously. To-day, being Sunday, is a half holiday,
so we only have patients from 10 a.m. till dark. To-
morrow, operations. Many cases are frightfully bad and
untreatable. One wretched woman had had boiling
water poured into her womb to cure some disease, by a
native doctor (vaittyan), resulting in the most awful
mess I have ever seen. Another had a large cancer
which had been treated by having had some pus from
a septic sore rubbed into it; someone else's sore, of
course. The result was the most appalling ulcer 6
inches across, and the woman half dead with fever and
septicaemia.
"For the most part, the native treatment merely
takes the form of poison, which sometimes kills and
sometimes doesn't—a corpse is somehow less repulsive,
and excites less pity, than those odoriferous and miser-
able-looking objects who owe their terrible state to
the effects of native medicine. . . . The patients are so
numerous that one has to be quite severe on occasions
to keep any order at all. One way of doing so—as
the door has no inside lock—is to slap the faces of any
who peer in. It is very necessary to do this sometimes,
especially when I am examining women, but I wish
that my heart, rilled with compassion though it is, would
keep my voice and manner more often under control,
and in accord with the Master's tact and kindliness.

